Double Portion Soup Kitchen and Pantry Annual Report 2008

     In addition to our mission statement, “To feed those who are hungry, physically and spiritually, and to maintain the dignity of everyone who comes to our kitchen and pantry,” we have just a few rules. The bedrock rule upon which we lay our foundation is to welcome DP guests as if they are guests in our own home (or God’s home!) with the same grace that He extends to us. The first rule after that is, “If you see something that needs to be done, do it!” Next is “Provide a nutritious meal while being good stewards of the donations placed in our care for the feeding of the needy of our community.” We have completed those successfully in 2008 while providing approximately 14,000 meals and moving about a semi-trailer truck load of canned goods through the pantry. In 2009 we need to continue doing those things and also get another plate spinning (pardon the pun); we need to offer more spiritual feeding to our guests.
     Awesome blessings of 2008 include the dedicated service of volunteers, active participation of partner churches and increased donations. Calvary Bible Church has made DP a regular recipient of cash by listing us as a line item in their budget, providing the meal one day a month and sending many volunteers. St. Patrick’s Catholic Church began the year serving one excellent meal a month and enthusiastically added a second serving day per month beginning in October. St. Pat’s also donates extra food from many church events. We are thrilled that Christ the Rock Community Church has just announced plans to partner with DP. Planning for their 2009 participation is beginning now. We could not serve the numbers of guests we do without our partner churches. Topping off the awesome blessings of 2008 is the creation of the web site www.doubleportionsoupkitchen.com .
     Donations came from many generous individuals and the following organizations: Calvary Bible Church small groups, St. Thomas Youth Group, Alta Resources, Fox Valley Christian Academy, Curves, Jewelers Mutual, Menasha Utilities, Faith United Methodist Church, Neenah-Menasha Postal Workers Union, Mary’s Family Restaurant, Manderfield’s, Pick ‘n Save, FOCAS – Christian mens’ fishing group, Sky View Restaurant, All Saints Lutheran Church, Great Lakes Roofing, Boy Scouts Bay-Lakes Council, Winnebago Human Services Wellness Association, Seton Catholic Middle School, Girl Scouts of Oshkosh, Post-Crescent Stock It!, John Hemes Memorial Fund, and J. J. Keller Foundation.

     Last summer there was a time when we were nearing the bottom financially. God’s hand blessed us with the funds we needed just in time. It is only by the grace of God that we continue to be servants to others. It is also a reminder that we at DP need to give God the glory each serving day for his wonderful love and provisions...Then Jesus said to the man who had invited him, “When you give a lunch or dinner, don’t invite only your friends, your family, your other relatives, and your rich neighbors. At another time they will invite you to eat with them, and you will be repaid. Instead, when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. Then you will be blessed, because they have nothing and cannot pay you back.” Luke 14:12,13
