Double Portion Soup Kitchen and Pantry Annual Report 2009

God can use something ordinary, like meals being prepared, to do extraordinary things. In 2009 Double Portion served 18,096 meals, a 29% increase over last year. Even with a suffering economy and people’s needs increasing, donations have been increasing. Sustained by God’s blessings and operated to give glory to God, Double Portion’s 2009 budget for food and necessary expenditures was an 8.4% increase over 2008. A God-centered board of managing stewards has refined operations to feed 29% more guests on the 8.4% increase in budget without sacrificing meal quality.
 While St. Thomas sustains DP through providing the facility and utilities, among other things, major sources of income and food are the J.J. Keller Foundation and companies including: Appleton Post-Crescent, Kimberly-Clark, Bemis Corporation, Real Estate Foundation Fund and Faith United Methodist Church.  DP gratefully receives a quarterly cash donation from Calvary Bible Church. “Hearing the Son Rise”, Christian band, presented a successful benefit concert which raised money and stocked the pantry. And, DP couldn’t operate without the generous donations of many individual people.
The monetary donations have been augmented by donations of fully prepared meals by St. Patrick’s Catholic Church and Calvary Bible Church on a monthly basis and the FOCAS Christian Men’s Fishing Group fish fry. Sources of food and paper product donations include Panera Bread, Manderfield’s Bakery, Great Lakes Roofing, Janssen’s Upholstery, Atlanta Bread Company, Cellu Tissue and individual summer gardeners.
Food drives are the major source of food for the pantry. These include the Neenah Menasha Postal Carriers, Boy Scouts, Bio-Life Plasma Services, Curves of Appleton, Fox Valley Christian Academy, Seton Middle School, Hoover Elementary School and food from St. Joe’s and Christ the Rock food pantries. Every donation is received with gratitude. To whom much is given, much is required. Donors answered the call.
The cooking, serving, clean up and pantry stocking are done by a team of 75 spirit-filled volunteers for an average of 116 meals per serving day. While volunteers are mainly from St. Thomas, Calvary Bible, St. Patrick’s and Christ the Rock, many organizations have participated including: Alliance Church, BioLife Plasma Services, Frito-Lay, Zuppa Chicks, Crossing, Friendship Place and students from area schools. A notable development is that most new volunteers are workers currently laid off from their careers. While waiting for new jobs, they are volunteering at DP.
Also of note in 2009: participation in Christ the Rock’s Reaching Farther Mission Fair, membership in the Fox Valley Hunger Coalition, listings in “211” and Fox Valley Gold Pages, streamlining menu selection and product ordering, upgrading to equipment and organization of the kitchen and pantry, a new freezer, web site, contribution for various facility expenses, and Karlo’s food preparation kitchen inventions.
In its seventh year of operation, Double Portion is filling a practical human need to build a relationship of the heart and spread the hope of the gospel while not judging others. We are made up of three groups: guests, volunteers and donors, with one God over all. In 2010 our goal is to serve, open doors to salvation and ask God to bless the giver, giving and gifts.
Double Portion serves lunch every Monday, Wednesday (except the third of each month) and Thursday at 11:30 AM in the St. Thomas parish hall and distributes non-perishable foods and health care items from the pantry.  

