Double Portion Soup Kitchen and Pantry 2011 Annual Report

Sustained by God’s blessings and operated to give glory to God, Double Portion served an average of 105 meals per serving day with a total of 15,163 meals in 2011 and distributed tons of non-perishable food and personal hygiene items through the pantry in 2011. We distribute inspirational booklets, offer prayer, a healing service and Bible study for guests. 

 While St. Thomas sustains DP through providing the facility and utilities, major sources of income are the J.J. Keller Foundation and companies including: Appleton Post-Crescent “Stock the Shelves” Community Challenge, Calvary Bible Church, St.Thomas youth group, Menasha Utilities, Seton Catholic School, Woodman's Employee Fund, Kaukauna Coffee and Tea Co., Janssen Upholstery, Pyramid Foods, Kimberly Clark Foundation – matching funds program, Eaton Corp. and Hearing the Sonrise Concert. Additionally, DP couldn’t operate without the generous donations of many individual people, including memorial gifts. 

Companies and groups providing food and other items include: Panera Bread Company, Manderfield’s Bakery, Union Star Cheese Co., Atlanta Bread Co., Vernasso Group of Fond du Lac, Great Lakes Roofing Co., Exopack Co., Shattuck Middle School and Kaukauna Coffee and Tea Co. 

Through out the year many organizations have donated fully prepared meals:  St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Double Portion Home Cooks group, Knights of Columbus Post 5514, Calvary Bible Church, FOCAS Christian Men’s Fishing Group, and Montessori Children's World.   

Food drives are major sources of food for the pantry. These include Neenah Menasha Postal Carriers, Bay-Lakes Council Boy Scouts, St. Patrick's Catholic Church, Calvary Bible Church, Curves of Appleton, Fox Valley Christian Academy, Seton Middle School, New Hope Christian School, Neenah High School, Jewelers Mutual, First Community Credit Union, Fox Valley Christian Academy, Eaton Corporation, Dr. Robert Lang, Hoover Elementary School and Doty Island Development Council. Every donation is received with gratitude. To whom much is given, much is required. Donors answered the call.

The cooking, serving, clean up and pantry stocking are done by a team of 75 spirit-filled volunteers. While volunteers are mainly from St. Thomas, Calvary Bible, St. Patrick’s and Christ the Rock Community Church, many organizations have participated including: R. W. Baird, Bio-Life Plasma Services, Friendship Place and students from area schools. 

Double Portion upgraded equipment and organization of the kitchen and pantry through purchases and repairs including: a commercial grade stove, electrical and plumbing upgrades, contributions for garbage collection and carpeting, and general kitchen maintenance and cleaning.  

In its ninth year of operation, Double Portion is filling a practical human need to build a relationship of the heart and spread the hope of the gospel while not judging others. We are made up of three groups: guests, volunteers and donors, with one God over all. In 2012 our goal is to serve, open doors to salvation and ask God to bless the giver, giving and gifts. 

Double Portion serves lunch every Monday, Wednesday (except the third of each month) and Thursday at 11:30 AM in the St. Thomas parish hall and distributes non-perishable foods and health care items from the pantry. It is an ecumenical ministry sponsored by St. Thomas Church, Calvary Bible Church, St. Patrick’s Catholic Church and Christ the Rock Community Church.   

